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time to write several letters. We have one to an
old friend, 1'Estocq: "Up to this moment 4000 of
the infantry have gone across; the bridge will be
ready towards noon and then I shall follow with the
whole corps." And we have this to his wife,
written from the further bank of the river and
showing how successful the whole movement had
been:

The early New Year's morning was a joyous one
for me, seeing that I crossed the proud Rhine. The
banks rang with the cries of joy, and my brave troops
were enthusiastic in their reception of me. The
enemy offered but little opposition. I shall have the
investment of Mainz completed, but personally shall
go forward with the army. . . . My brave comrades
are making such a noise that I shall have to go and
hide myself in order that quiet may be restored.

In a later letter Blucher wrote:

The whole crossing was at a cost to me of three
hundred men. ... So long as the Rhine has gone
by that name no army of 80,000 men ever crossed it
so cheaply; for I conquered thirteen cannon into the
bargain and made 2000 prisoners. I had the mis-
fortune, too, to have my bridges carried away by the
current while we were passing over them. But when
fortune is on one's side everything will turn out for
the best.

Blucher entered France by a route that was to
be rendered still more famous half a century later,